Lives of the Livestock Industry: Immigration in Kansas City\u27s Railroad an Meatpacking Industry by Vaca, Roland
Washington University in St. Louis 
Washington University Open Scholarship 
Spring 2017 Washington University Senior Honors Thesis Abstracts 
Spring 2017 
Lives of the Livestock Industry: Immigration in Kansas City's 
Railroad an Meatpacking Industry 
Roland Vaca 
Washington University in St. Louis 
Follow this and additional works at: https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/wushta_spr2017 
Recommended Citation 
Vaca, Roland, "Lives of the Livestock Industry: Immigration in Kansas City's Railroad an Meatpacking 
Industry" (2017). Spring 2017. 115. 
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/wushta_spr2017/115 
This Abstract for College of Arts & Sciences is brought to you for free and open access by the Washington 
University 
Senior Honors Thesis Abstracts at Washington University Open Scholarship. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
Spring 2017 by an authorized administrator of Washington University Open Scholarship. For more information, 
please contact digital@wumail.wustl.edu. 
72 Spring 2017 WUSHTA
History
Lives of the Livestock Industry:
Immigration in Kansas City’s Railroad
and Meatpacking Industry
Roland Vaca
Mentors: Margaret Garb and Douglas Flowe
Following the conclusion of the Civil War, investors in Kansas City and from the east
coast and Midwest developed Kansas City into one of the nation’s leading livestock
centers. The industry drew immigrants from Europe and migrants from the American
south and southwest to Kansas City. This thesis investigates the work experiences and
living conditions of German, Irish, Croatian, Mexican, and African American
populations that migrated to Kansas City to seek employment on railroads and in
packinghouses. My research tracks the growth of ethnic communities created by the
immigrant workforce and explores the rise of religious and cultural institutions. The
thesis analyzes the relationships between immigrant groups and their employers, and
among the immigrant laborers, as successive waves of immigrants replaced previous
groups residentially and in employment. This thesis argues that employment in the
livestock industry attracted immigrants to Kansas City, the workers’ relationship to the
industry affected the establishment of ethnic communities, and most significantly, that
although cross-cultural relations within packing plants were initially tumultuous,
meatpacking eventually served as an interracial unifier.
